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Synonyms 


Self-concept and family (http://link.springer.com/search?facet-eisbn=&facet-content- 
type=ReferenceWorkEntry&query=Self-concept%20and%20family); Self-concept 
determined by relatives (http://link.springer.com/search?facet-eisbn=&facet-content- 
type=ReferenceWorkEntry&query=Self-concept%20determined%20by%20relatives) 


Definition 


Self-concept refers to an individual’s collection of thoughts and beliefs about themselves. 
It is comprised of multiple mental templates that the individual uses to organize 
information about the world. These templates include information about the groups one 
is a member of and central to these are the bonds of kinship. 


Introduction 


Self-concept describes an individual’s collection of thoughts and beliefs about 
themselves. These self-perceptions involve empirical evaluations, identification with 
groups and social roles, judgments of personal attributes and abilities, and a concept of 
the ideal self. Self-concept begins development during infancy and is considerably 
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influenced by an individual’s interactions with significant others throughout the lifetime. 
As such, a person’s self-concept continues to develop and change as one ages. This is 
done through the formation of cognitive structures representing... 
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